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The World of Viruses,
Its Global Organization and Evolution

Virtual Venue: May 6 2021, 19:00 - 20:00 (GMT +3), Zoom Meeting ID: 927 4014 0628

Eugene V. Koonin
National Institutes of Health, USA
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Viruses and virus-like mobile genetic elements are ubiquitous parasites (and
sometime symbionts) of all cellular life forms and the most abundant biological
entities on earth. The recent, unprecedented advances of comparative genomics
and metagenomics have led to the discovery of diverse novel groups of viruses
and provide for a vastly improved understanding of the evolutionary relationships
within the virosphere. Arguably, we are approaching the point when the global
architecture of the virus world can be outlined in its entirety, and the key
evolutionary events in each of its domains can be reconstructed. | will present
such an outline of the global organization of the virus world and the
corresponding megataxonomy structure that has been recently approved by the
International Committee for Taxonomy of Viruses.
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